
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Monday 21st September 2020 

Statement Lakeside Healthcare, Stamford: 

Since Lakeside Healthcare, Stamford announced last week that it will close St Mary’s Medical 

Centre at the beginning of December, we have received numerous press enquiries asking for 

more information on the ‘alternative options’ that were sought and exactly why Lakeside 

Healthcare  was unable to extend its lease on the St Mary’s Medical Centre beyond December. 

With this in mind, we have prepared the following statement from a Lakeside Healthcare, 

Stamford spokesperson, which we hope answers these questions: 

“When we announced our intention to close St Mary’s Medical Centre last week, this was 

after a long period of extensive and detailed discussions with several parties about the 

future of primary care provision in Stamford and all available options. 

“For almost 4 years we have had high-level and detailed negotiations about acquiring 

additional land on the Stamford Hospital site in order to bring all patients in Stamford under 

one roof. This plan was shared with the Stamford PPG, patients, and citizens of Stamford 

several times over the period and the feedback was always supportive and positive. South 

Lincolnshire CCG also supported the proposed model. 

“The St Marys Medical Centre lease ran until 2025, with a break clause option exercisable 

in December 2020. The lease was never transferred to Lakeside Healthcare, instead 

remaining with a small number of original St Mary’s GPs. 

“In 2018, the break clause was triggered, and the lease cancelled on the basis that we were 

acquiring land from the hospital to build a new premises. On the recommendation of South 

Lincolnshire CCG, we engaged a national, external buildings development company who 

assured us they could construct a new building within the 2-year window before expiration 

of the St Mary’s lease. 

“As the rent for St Mary’s Medical Centre is paid by the NHS, the NHS could not commit to 

paying for a new building on the Stamford Hospital site and continue to fund St Mary’s 

landlords rental demands, so a handover and transfer was necessary.  

“After triggering the break clause, the basis of the land acquisition discussions was changed 

unilaterally by the hospital site owner. Instead, the land was parcelled up for sale in a way 

that was impossible for Lakeside Healthcare to continue with the new health centre plans. 

This was deeply disappointing given all the time, effort and money that was spent on these 
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discussions and plans. 

“Knowing that our preferred option was no longer possible, Lakeside Healthcare entered 

into negotiations with the solicitors representing Drs Boulton and Kelly, both of whom are 

ex partners of St Mary’s Medical Centre and who are the freeholders of the St Mary’s  

building, proposing a new 3-year lease. 

“For a new leased to be granted, Drs Boulton and Kelly required a significant increase in 

rent to be paid for St Marys. As NHS England (not Lakeside Healthcare) pays the rent, it 

would have to agree any uplift. NHS England could not agree this increased rental demand. 

“Drs Kelly and Boulton also requested certain onerous financial undertakings and 

guarantees from either Lakeside Healthcare or NHS England, regarding upkeep on the old 

building on the St Marys site, particularly in regards known land slippage at the site. Neither 

Lakeside Healthcare nor NHS England could underwrite this significant risk. 

“We found ourselves with no feasibility of agreeing a new lease on St Mary’s Medical Centre 

and no other viable locations to build a new surgery, despite engaging with major 

commercial landowners in the area. 

“It is also worth mentioning that - contrary to popular belief - Lakeside Healthcare is not a 

private company. It is a traditional GP partnership with 73 out of 75 Partners practising GPs. 

Any savings on the rental of St Mary’s Medical Centre will not go to Lakeside Healthcare, 

but the NHS itself. In fact, this move will cost Lakeside Healthcare partners a large sum of 

money to redesign and re-equip Sheepmarket Surgery to enable the full transfer of staff and 

patients.” 

  

Lakeside Stamford has launched an online survey today to give patients and the public their 

opportunity to share their current experiences of the group’s services and their views on the 

change. The survey will run until Sunday 25th October, and can be accessed at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/stmarysclosure.  

 

For further information please email lakesidestamford@lshg.co.uk 

 

[ENDS] 

Please direct any press enquiries to Emma Speirs on 01536 682800/07540944785 or email 

emma.speirs@ballyhoo-pr.co.uk 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

About Lakeside Stamford 
Lakeside Stamford is part of Lakeside Healthcare Group - a traditional GP partnership. Lakeside 
Healthcare is a new type of NHS general practice which builds upon and celebrates all that is great 
about traditional primary care services. It is a group of local surgeries owned and run by doctors, 
nurses and associated staff who know their patients and care deeply about the quality of health 
provided in their communities. 
 
For more information, go to www.lakesidehealthcarestamford.co.uk or follow them on Facebook 
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